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Penam bexkuH
MaTtepuajbl YaCTHBIX ¥ FOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX
¢0oTOapPXUBOB KaK HCTOYHHK II0 HCTOPUH
TaTapO-MyCYJIbMaHCKOM OOIIMHBI COBETCKOTO
Ilerporpana — Jlenunrpaza 1917-1991 rr.

eMa uciama B CoBeTckoM Colo3e B IocjiefiHee BpeMs Bce

yallle TpUBJIeKaeT BHUMaHUe ucciaezoBaTesneit. [Ipu aTom

00BEKTOM W3yYeHHS CTAHOBUTCA HE TOJBKO ITOJUTHKA
rocyZlapcTBa II0 OTHOIIEHUIO K MCJaMy U MycyJbMaHam', HO U
cnenydurka GyHKIIMOHUPOBAHUSA UCIAMCKUX UHCTUTYTOB, B T.4.
HeoQUITMATbHBIX, B OTENbHBIX PETMOHAX CTpaHbl’. V3yueHuUe
vcropuu u ¢opm 6bIToBaHuA uciama B CCCP BaXkHO, ITOMHMO
IpoyYero, elle U MOTOMY, YTO 3Ta 3IM0Xa He TakK JajJieKO OTCTOUT
OT Hac, U MHOTHE MYyCyJbMaHCKHe JAYXOBHBIE JIUJePhl, BO3I/IaB-
JIAIOIIYE B HAIU THU IIPUXOABI U PEJIUTHO3HbIE OPTaHU3alluU B
Pa3HbBIX ropojiax, cpopMUPOBAIUCh U TOJYyYWIU 0Opa3oBaHUE B
coBeTckoe BpeMdA. OfHAKO 3Ta GJIM30CTh BpEMeH OKa3bIBAeTCs
MHHMOM, KOT/Ia CTAIKUBAEIILCS C TEM, YTO OOJIBITMHCTBO CBUIE-
TeJIed 3TOXU, KOTOphle 00J1ajaju HEMOCPEACTBEHHBIM OITBITOM
y4acTHUs B PEJIMTUO3HOU KM3HU B pa3HbIX pernoHax COBETCKOTO
Corosa (B T.u. B JlenuHrpaze) B 1920-1970-x IT., y:Ke IOKUHYIU
3TOT MUP.

Jlo HaIuX HeM 10110 He TaK MHOT'O UICTOYHUKOB, CO3/IaH-
HBIX B Cpe/le CaMUX MyCyJIbMaH U 3aQUKCHUPOBABIINX OT/AETbHBIE
MOMEHTBI MOBCEAHEBHOM PEJMTUO3HOU KM3HU B JIeHWHTpaje.
[Tpexxzie Bcero, 5ToO HEMHOTOUMCIEHHbIE TMChbMa. /[HEBHUKU B Te
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Summary

increasingly attracting researchers’ attention. Besides state

policy towards Islam and Muslims, research is conducted on
Islamic institutions, including informal ones, that had functioned
in some of the country’s regions during Soviet times.

As regards Islam in Leningrad, unfortunately, very few
sources of information capturing moments of everyday religious
life created by Muslims themselves have survived. First of all,
there are a few letters. Keeping a diary was a rare practice
among Leningrad Muslims and those that have survived can
be counted on the fingers of one hand. A considerable amount
of primary sources is made up by various materials, dossiers
and cases produced by Soviet governmental bodies whose task
was to monitor the activity of believers. Not coincidentally,
these materials continue to inspire both Russian and Western
researchers studying Islam in the USSR.

In view of the above, materials (primarily from Leningrad
citizens’ personal archives) that captured everyday life of Muslims
in the Soviet Union were the most important and in some cases the
exclusive source of information for my research. It is necessary to
note here that any photograph that has come down to me from
a personal archive needed a competent narrator, without which
the image imprinted on the film would be a dead artifact of the
past, a fragment of a strange destiny. However, in most cases,
the owners of photo albums (children and grandchildren of
Muslim Petrograd — Leningrad citizens) were not able to give me
a substantial explanation to the photos — either because they did
not have the information or because, for various reasons, did not
want to do that. The latter can be said about those whose relatives
were victims of Stalin’s repressions. My interest in the bygone
cases of their relatives caused apprehension and even fear.

Fortunately, though, a large number of images contain
inscription on the back side. However, those explanatory notes
often failed to provide sufficient information necessary to
reconstruct the history which the picture hid.

Speaking about state archives (primarily The Central State
Archive of Cinema and Photo Documents of Saint-Petersburg

In recent years, the topic of Islam in the Soviet Union has been
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(TsGAKFFD)), there are largely official photos showing the
most important events in the history of the Muslim community
of Petrograd — Leningrad - in the first place, visits of foreign
delegations. Some of these materials are duplicated by photos from
family archives belonging to the descendants of imam-khatibs
who served in the Leningrad Cathedral Mosque, namely: Musa
Bigeev, Gabdulbari Isaev and Hafiz Makhmutov.Interestingly, the
descendants of Muslim spiritual leaders of Leningrad turned out
to be the owners of the largest private photographic archives that
shed the light on the history of the Muslim community of the city.

A particular attention should be paid to the collection of
the State Museum of the History of Religion in St. Petersburg
(GMIR). Among protocol images there are photos which depicted
the daily religious life of the Muslim community. For example, of
great interest are the images of Friday and Eid prayers at the site of
the Tatar section of Novo-Volkovo cemetery dating back to 1954.
These photos, taken by a GMIR employee D.I. Iskhakov, capture a
remarkable period in the life of the Tatar-Muslim community of
the city on the Neva river when the cemetery served as a venue for
collective prayers. Two years later, the Mosque, which had been
closed since 1940, was returned to the Muslims of Leningrad.
From 1940 to 1956 (with the exception of the Blockade time of
1941-1944) Friday and festive prayers were held at the Tatar
section of Novo-Volkovo cemetery.

The pictures from state and private photo archives
organically complement one another allowing the reader to get a
broader view of the history of Muslim community not only from
the standpoint of a photographer-investigator but also through
the eyes of believers themselves.

Inthelatter case, we can analyze what events are considered
significant in the eyes of Muslims to be etched by a camera. In
this respect, you need to take into account that not all noteworthy
events could have been recorded on film. The reasons could be
different, for example, the fear of repressions for the observance
of certain rites.

Speaking about the Soviet period, I do not accidentally use
the phrase “Muslim community” and “Tatar-Muslim” community
as synonyms. Until the end of the 20 century representatives of
various sub-ethnic groups of the Tatar ethnos accounted for most
of the city’s Muslim population.

The album is addressed to all who are interested in Islam
and the history of Muslim communities in Europe.
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